
 

Date Issued 10th February 2021 

Subject:  Vaccination for staff in the funeral sector 

  
Dear all, 
  

Since the publication of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation’s 
advice on Phase 1 Group 2 vaccination prioritisation, you have understandably been 
pressing for clarity around the definition of “funeral operative”.  
  
Ministers have agreed the attached operational definition, which I would be grateful if 
you could share with your members and across the sector. Frontline healthcare and 
workers recommended for prioritisation in line with the JCVI advice are at a high risk 
of COVID-19 infection and transmission through contact with multiple patients 
particularly vulnerable to COVID-19, within a care home or hospital setting.  
 
Consequently, parts of the sector are not covered by the definition.   We understand 
that this will be disappointing, but I can assure you that, across the board, 
prioritisation has been determined in line with similar considerations around clinical 
need. The Government is following advice from the independent JCVI on which 
groups of people to prioritise for vaccines.  
  
In terms of access to vaccination, the key message is that, whilst local delivery 
mechanisms will vary, those who are eligible should wait to be contacted by the 
coordinator for their local area. This will be happening rapidly over the coming days 
and we are working with local authorities and local resilience forums to ensure that 
those eligible who have not yet been vaccinated are identified as quickly as 
possible.  We appreciate that some judgement will be needed locally on the 
application of the definition as some staff perform multiple roles and it may be that 
there are some volunteers performing these roles who also fall within scope. 
  

Prioritisation decisions for the next phase of delivery are subject to the surveillance 
and monitoring of data and information from phase one, as well as further input from 
independent scientific experts such as the JCVI.  

We are extremely grateful for the tireless efforts of the funeral sector and for all of 

the work that you have been doing to ensure that vital services continue. 

Thank you,  
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